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… is a process by which strategies aiming 
to moderate, cope with, and take 
advantage of the consequences of climate 
events are enhanced, developed and 
implemented (UNDP 2004).

Climate Change Adaptation 
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The Case for Climate Change Adaptation 
• Climate change is already happening and we currently 

have an ‘adaptation deficit’ (Burton 2005)

• Regardless of the success of mitigation, we 
are committed to additional climate change 
as the inevitable result of past emissions

• Stehr and von Storch (2005:539) argued that, “politically 
realistic (emission reduction) objectives will leave most of 
the burden of coping with climate change to adaptation.”

• All tourism businesses and destinations will need to 
adapt in order to minimize risks and capitalize on an 
new opportunities in an sustainable way
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Relative Adaptive Capacity of 
Major Tourism Stakeholders
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A Portfolio of Climate Change Adaptations 
Utilized in the Tourism Sector
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• Knowledge of the capacity of current climate adaptations 
utilized by the tourism sector to cope successfully with 
future climate change is currently very limited
– the sustainability of climate adaptations has not been examined 

• Evidence suggests however, that relying on past 
experience is not likely to be adequate in most 
destinations, as future climate and environmental 
conditions are going to be sufficiently different as to 
require further adaptation.

State of Knowledge on Climate Change 
Adaptation in Tourism Sector
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• Available studies of the climate change risk appraisal of 
tourism operators have consistently found low 
awareness of climate change and little evidence of long-
term strategic planning in anticipation of future changes 
in climate.
– strategic role for government in tourism sector

• The tourism sector has figured less prominently than 
other economic sectors in government climate change 
assessments and is not explicitly addressed in many 
adaptation frameworks.
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Time Horizons for Adaptation

The process of adaptation needs to start now
information requirements for successful adaptation will increase 
substantially over the next 25 years 
Infrastructure and market transitions will take decades in some cases
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Adaptation-Centered Models:
Sector Classification
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